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Texaphyrins have been discussed as potential cancer therapeutic agents.  Motexafin, a 
gadolinium metal containing texaphyrin is currently in clinical studies as a cancer 
chemotherapeutic agent, as a MRI agent, and as a X-radiation sensitizer. Gadolinium 
texaphyrins substituted with boron clusters could lead to novel cancer therapeutic and 
diagnostic agents in particular for use in combined gadolinium and boron neutron 
capture therapy (Gd/B NCT).  Synthetic progresses towards novel boron and 
gadolinium containing texaphyrins, their characterization by MS and UV-Vis 
spectroscopy, and the results of their preliminary biological evaluation will be 
discussed. 

 


